Trial of Bower|^ 
Opens Tomorrow 

HATTIESBURG, Miss. (AP) 
—Sam H. Bowers Jr. of Lau- 
rel, identified as the former im- 
perial wizard of the White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
goes on trial in state court here , 
tomorrow on murder charges in 
the death of Negro leader Vern- 
on Dahmer. 

Bowers was accused of or- 
dering the Jao. 10, 1966 fire- 
bomb attack on Dahmer’s home 
and grocery at the Kelly settle- 
ment near Hattiesburg. Dahm- 
er had been active in voter 
registration work. 

It will be the second murder 
trial in Forrest County Circuit 
Court for Bowers in connec- 
tion with Dahmer’s death. The 
first ended in a mistrial, as did 
an arson trial and a federal 
court trial on charges of con- 
spiring to violate Dahmer’s civ- 
il rights. 

Bowers was one of 13 men in- 
dicted on state charges in the 
attack. Three were convicted 
and one pleaded guilty of mur- 
der and they received life sen- 
tences. A fifth was sentenced to 
10 years in prison on an arson 
conviction. 


